How to Apply for a U.S. Passport
If you do not already have a current passport that will remain active throughout your STINT year, you will need to apply right away.  It takes on average 6-8 weeks to get or renew a passport, once all your materials are sent in.  But in the peak summer months, it often takes up to 12 weeks.  The process of applying for your visa can also take several weeks, even months, and you will need a valid passport in order to get your visa.  Therefore, you may need to expedite your passport application.  Apply in person at a Post Office, County Clerk’s Office or a Federal, State or Probate Court that is authorized to accept passport applications.

If applying for a new passport, the items you will need are different depending on whether or not you were born abroad.  

1.  If born in the US, you will need:   
A certified copy of your birth certificate – issued by the City, County or State you were born in.  It must have a filing date and official seal from the governing agency (not the Hospital).  (No photocopies will be accepted. No Notarized copies.)

     If born abroad, you will need:
	a.) Your Consular Report of Birth Abroad.
b.) Your Certificate of Naturalization.
*If you are unable to provide either of the above, you will be charged an additional $100.00 fee for a file search at the time of application and additional fees may be assessed at a later time by the Passport Agency.

2.  Valid Photo ID: (i.e. Driver’s license, Official Military ID card, Government ID, or                                         Valid Passport.  ID must have both the signature and the photo of the applicant, and still be valid.)
3.  2 Passport Photos (2X2): Head and shoulders only, looking forward, with white or off-white  background.
4.  Social Security Number
5.  Check or Money Order ONLY
6.  Completed Passport Application

If renewing your current passport, you will need: your most recent passport, two official 2x2” passport photos, a completed passport renewal form (Form DSP-82), and money to cover the processing fees.  (If your passport has expired or if it will expire within 6 months after you plan to return to the U.S., you must renew it before you leave.)

Passport Application Hints:  Complete the application before you apply.  Complete white areas ONLY.  Use blue or black ink only.  Print legibly.  DO NOT SIGN until you are in person with official agent!  Make a photocopy of the information page of your passport.  Bring this with you overseas in case your passport is lost or stolen.

If you have questions about obtaining or renewing your passport, visit http://www.travel.state.gov/ or call the National Passport Information Center: 1-900-225-5674 (there’s a charge for this call).

